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Turn in your Bibles, if you would to 1 Timothy 2.

1st Timothy is the first of three letters, 1 and 2nd Timothy and Titus, written by Paul to young preachers. 

In these letters, called the Pastoral Epistles, we find Paul’s attempt at instructing and encouraging these young men of God. 

In these letters, you can find instruction on how you should live out your faith in your family, at your work, in the church and in the world.  

Paul felt compelled to write these letters because Timothy and Titus were serving the Lord in a world that was very pagan and openly opposed to the preaching of salvation through Jesus Christ and the lifestyle that should follow, or be in response to that salvation message. 

The more things change the more that stay the same.

It seems to me that we live in a world that is growing more and more anti-Christian by the day, a world, which declares right wrong and wrong right. 

America is no longer a Christian nation, but has become a godless nation where men live as if God were dead or irrelevant. 

You can complain all you want to about the situation we are in here in America, but this is where you are, and you have been placed here by the providence of Almighty God. 

As a result, you need to know how to live Godly in a godless world.

Paul, in these verses, does deal with the one area we can all impact America, an area of Christian activity that has the power to change lives and demonstrate Christ to a lost world. 

I am talking about the area of prayer. 

I want us to consider together the matter of Christ-like praying in a godless world. There are three important divisions in our text this morning.

The first division is:
I. GOD’S DEMAND

1 Timothy 2:1-2 “I urge then [I beseech implore, beg with urgency almost to the point of making this a command], first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone-- 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 

A. Note the priority that is placed on God’s demand for prayer – 

Paul here says “first of all” – Literally, First in order, rank and importance. 

Paul tells us that our first key to living godly in a godless world is the priority we place on prayer. 

It seems that we have time for every pursuit and activity, except that which is deemed most important. Prayer is often the step-child of the church! 

But, prayer is to be the top priority of the church and for your family and for you personally. 
It is not just to be the filler, thrown in between songs, or as something to take up a few minutes of time or a quick grace before we eat. No! 

Prayer is the life’s breath of the church and the believer! It should be the life breath of your homes!

You’ve been to church today and we have prayed in our Sunday school classes and we have prayed in our worship service in fact we will close our service in prayer.

But what about tomorrow and the rest of the week is prayer intergraded into your daily routine? 

Tomorrow you will get up and go about your routine, coffee, shower, breakfast, morning newspaper, drop kids off, pick kids up, pack lunched, fix dinner, work, friends, family, shopping, cleaning and sports. 

When does prayer fit in? Do your kids see you pray? Do they see you pray for your boss or do they just hear you complain about them?

Men, are you man enough to be a man of prayer!?

It’s not the lack of prayer in school that’s the problem with this nation, it’s the lack of prayer in the homes and in the churches.

Billy Graham said, “The three secrets to successful ministry are: prayer, prayer and more prayer.” 

I would like to add the success of a family, a church, a nation is pray prayer, and more prayer!

If you will be all that God wants you to be, then you need to be a person who places a great emphasis on prayer!

The power of prayer –
1. Jer. 33:3 – God has promised to hear prayer.
2. John 16:23 – God has promised to answer prayer.
3. Heb. 4:16 – Prayer is the privilege and power of every saint. No one stands higher than you in the area of prayer!
4. Prayer needs to be exalted in our homes, churches and our nation more than ever!

[Time permitting ask for testimonies of resent answers to prayer]

God’s Demand – prayer 
     We have seen to priority that God places on prayer

Now let’s look at the:
B. The Elements of Prayer – 

There are seven different nouns used on the New Testament for prayer.

1 Timothy 2:1 “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—” 

Paul uses four of them here. In doing so he gives us four elements that ought to be included in our praying. They are:

1. Supplications or requests – Making requests. Sharing our felt needs with God – all true prayer begins in a sense of need.

2. Prayers – This word is used for both private and public prayer. It carries with the idea of the act of worship that should accompany prayer. 

When we pray, we are literally in the presence of God. Therefore, we are to pray in reverence.

3. Intercessions – This word means “To fall in with.” It refers to Christians taking the needs of others before the Lord. Our praying should not be selfish.
This word gives us the idea of a conversational prayer. We are called to speak to God on behalf of others.

Skip down to verse 5:

1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus…” 

Jesus is our intercessor. He stands in the gap between us and the Father and boldly prays for us according to Hebrews 7:25. 

We are to carry out the same ministry on behalf of others. 

The main idea in these verses is that of making intercession for those who do not know the Lord. 

We are to stand in the gap for them, praying for God to convict them and to save them by His grace!

4. Giving of Thanks – This is the same word from which we get Eucharist – the Lord’s Supper. Communion should always be a time of thanksgiving.

When we draw near to God in prayer, our hearts should be filled with gratitude for all He is, all He has done, all He is doing and all He will do. 

Thanksgiving should not be tacked on to the end of our praying, but it should be a major ingredient in every prayer we pray, Eph. 5:18. 

The priority and elements of prayer, now let’s look at the:

C. The Scope of our Prayer – We are to pray for “everyone.” 

1 Timothy 2:1b-2a: “…that [these] requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone-- 2 for kings and all those in authority…”

As we pray for our family, friends and neighbors, let us not forget to pray for our leaders.

There is no one on the face of the earth that should not be prayed for and there is no one beyond the influence of godly prayers especially kings and those in authority. 

In Paul’s day was Nero was emperor. 

Let me tell you Nero was a wicked man who even had his own mother and brothers executed to secure his throne. 

He took Christians, dipped their bodies in wax and set them on fire, using the light to light his dinner parties. He was a wicked man! 

He would one day put Paul to death. Still Paul encourages his readers to pray for him!

Now, more than ever, Christians need to pray for our leaders! We do not have to agree with them, but we should pray for them!

This brings us to:
D. The End Result of Prayer – 

1 Timothy 2:2b: “[we pray for these] kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 

One of the reasons we are to pray for those in authority is that we might live lives free from persecution and governmental intervention.

Regardless of what the world may think, the church does not want to govern America. We just want the freedom to live peaceful and quiet lives to the glory of God. 

Our prayers for those in authority is a means to accomplish this end. 

When we pray as we should, the product will be a quietness externally and peacefulness internally. 

We pray for our leaders that we might live free from outward disturbances and have in inward tranquility arising from within.

This should produce in us lives of godliness and holiness. 

Godliness basically means piety or reverence while holiness here carries with it the idea of devotion and respectful.

As we are allowed to live out our faith, we are given the opportunity to let our lights shine.

The first division of this text is God’s Demand. 

The second division:
II. God’s Delight

1 Timothy 2:3: “This is good, and pleases God our Savior” 

When we have this prayer focus it pleases the Lord and is a good thing in His sight. 

Stop and think about that this, God the creator of the universe is pleased with our prayers…it is a good thing.

When Dana and I were in San Diego we stayed a few days with a friend. 
He was a contractor and worked hard all his life. His wife took care the finances and invested well. He lacks nothing, has everything he could ever want.

We racked out brains trying to think of some host gift we could take him for letting us stay with him and letting us use one of his cars.

In the end the best gift we gave him was just being there. We sat and talked and listen to the old stories. He didn’t “need” anything thing, but was pleased with the company, the companionship.

B. God is honored when we His people pray, as we should. 

It reveals faith on our part and it affords God an opportunity to demonstrate His power. (Ill. Daniel – Dan. 6)

C. God is more honored by our prayers than He is by our protests. (Ill. Often, protesters display an openly anti-Christian attitude!)

D. We pray because we want to please the Lord who saved us from sin! 

That pleases the Lord.

God’s Demand
God’s Delight
And finally we see:
III. God’s Desire

1 Timothy 2:4 “who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.” 

A. God’s ultimate desire is to see all men saved! (Ill. 2 Pet. 3:9)

B. His means of reaching those He wants to save is through those He has already saved. Through you!

The world is more likely to respond to Christians who love them and pray for them that they are to Christians who judge them, attack them and hand them over to Hell. 

C. We are to hate sin yes, but always love the sinner. Remember who we are apart from Christ.
And we love them best by praying for them and lovingly sharing Christ with them.

Again, stop and think about this. Do you know someone who is not saved? Can you make a commitment to pray for them…daily?

Conclusion:

Ok I started out by asking “How Do I live Godly in an Ungodly Nation?”

Then I have spent the last 20 minutes or so talking about prayer. You might be confused.

Like Paul and Timothy we are living in tough times for the church of Jesus Christ. 

Just like them there are many in our world who would love to see all Christians removed from any influence on society at all, from work, schools, politics and our community. 

However, while we are still here on this earth, we are called upon to love the sinner and to pray for our nation. Sometimes I catch myself oh well that what the world does, stuff happens, I can’t wait to get to heaven, even so come quickly Lord Jesus.

But instead I should be pray for the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ to breakthrough and over power that situation.
Of all the weapons we have at our disposal, prayer is the most effective in changing the world around us. 

Why?! Because it is through prayer we come into the presence of God. And in his presence we humble ourselves and learn to depend on Him. 

We see ourselves as He sees us and learn to live holy and godly lives to honor him and show the power of the gospel in our own lives.

We make request, offer prayers, intercede, and give thanks for what God is doing to bring the power of the gospel to bear in the lives of those around us.

And it is through our prayers that we join with Christ in leading people to salvation.

My challenge to you this morning is that if you want to live godly in these godless time than you better become an effective prayer warrior for the Lord Jesus Christ – James 5:16. 
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Pray without ceasing!
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